Minutes
Third meeting of the Children, Young Person and Families Forum

Enterprise Centre Wednesday 24th March 2010 9.30am
	Item
	Action

	Welcome- Neil Colquhoun

	

	Present

Lynda Kendall-Blackpool Children's Rights

Danny Barry-Groundwork

Mark Burrow-Children’s Trust

Scott Butterfield- Research BBC

Dawn Armistead- A New Day Uk

Shirley Sloman- A New Day Uk

Michelle Smith- Blackpool Carers

Yuri Gridneff-Blackpool Circus School

Paul Cunningham- Bay Housing

Karen Morton-Bay Housing

Deborah Terras- Volunteer Centre

Jane Hugo-Streetlife

Vicky Wells –Children’s Dept BBC

Emma Duffy- CVS/TSSP

Neil Colquhoun- CVS/TSSP

Apologies 

Linda McKenzie-Social Enterprise Solutions

David Breare-CAB

Heather Palfreyman- Sports Co-ordinator BBC

Samantha Lawrence-Stonham

Jan Edwards-ncompass

Linda Markey-Volunteer Centre

Catherine Mugonyi- Equalities BBC

George Holden-BCVYS

Carmen Conqhour-Homestart

Janet Berry- Children's Dept. BBC

Lorraine Cundy-Trinity

Mike Crowther-Blackpool Advocacy

Graeme Neale-Barnardos

Joe Lavelle- Community Castles CIC

	

	Previous minutes/ Matters arising
Accepted as a true record.
Space at the Citadel mentioned in the minutes is now being considered for use as a Third Sector Hub by some organisations. This needs to be considered by the wider Third Sector but may be of interest to the forum members. The space currently costs 60k per annum but is vast and would home a large number of VCF organisations for whom relocation could reduce costs.
	

	Child Poverty assessment-Scott Butterfield
Scott explained the Child Poverty Bill is at the moment at the “ping-pong” stage but should be through before the election.

The Bill includes a responsibility for each local authority and its partners (LSP) to produce a strategy for dealing with Poverty.

Blackpool Council is carrying out an assessment which should be completed by October 2010 and will feed into the Strategy.

Scott is gathering real life evidence (case studies) to run alongside the statistical evidence he is gathering to give a wider picture to the assessment. VCS organisations are asked to contribute to the assessment as they are well placed to gather experiences. 

Possibility of a forum representative sitting on the assessment group to give VCFS input? As Mark Burrow already sits on the group he will report back.
Scott was invited back in July to update the forum.
	Mark Burrow

	Terms of Reference

Neil to amend the frequency of meetings to “monthly on the 4th Wednesday of the month”.
Quorum of 10 agreed.

TOR agreed by vote and adopted.
	Neil Colquhoun

	Representation
The forum has been granted a seat on the Children’s Trust by David Lund at a meeting with Neil Colquhoun and Emma Duffy on March 22nd. 
The forums representative will be proposed and elected by the forum members at the next meeting. It is suggested that the elected representative will also act as the vice-chair to the forum. 

Responsibilities of representatives will be written for the next meeting.
Same procedure for reps on the Locality Partnerships Board when they come available.
	Neil Colquhoun

	Strategy Brief and Training opportunities

Vicky Wells detailed training opportunities provided by the Council for VCFS workers.
Vicky gave an overview of what the forums strategy may include.
Both documents were distributed and are attached with these minutes.
	

	 Infrastructure  and Working Groups
It was agreed that a portion of each forum meeting will be set aside to decide the strategy, mission, and strategic aim. Neil will bring TSSP strategies to the next meeting.
	Neil Colquhoun

	Branding/Naming the Forum
The forum was asked for ideas on colours, logos and names for the forum. Drawings/ideas will be brought to the next meeting (winner gets a stick of rock).

Vicky Wells has £750 towards promotional materials for the forum. It was decided that she price two stand up banners, one table top banner, leaflets and business cards and buy what we can afford as the money has to be spent this month. Artwork etc. to be done by the Forum. Shirley Sloman volunteered to do the artwork. Input from local ChYp will be included.
Debbie Tarras has an artistic volunteer who she will speak to.

	All

Neil Colquhoun

Vicky Wells

Shirley Sloman

Debbie Tarras

	Any other Business

Funding- Emma Duffy distributed info on Grassroots and Think Big opportunities.
Discussion into web sites, Facebook and Huddle.

Zamzar.com for converting word documents from other formats.
	

	Date of the next meeting

Wednesday 28th April    9.30 @ Solaris

Wednesday 26th May     9.30 @ TBC

Wednesday 23rd June    9.30 @ TBC

Wednesday 28th July     9.30 @ TBC

Wednesday 26th August 9.30 @ TBC


	


